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. r m ^ he Constitution says the
• J president "shall from

I time to time give Con-
• -A- gress information of the

State of the Union." The Consti
tution does not require a partic
ular format, but modern presi
dents have fulfilled this

"obligation by delivering a
speech from the well of the
Jiouse of Representatives.

Just above where the presi
dentspeaks are fourlargewords
— _—'— written in gold:
By David we
Naw Ihist."Very fewncff? Americans are

aware how
those words got there. The
phrase "In God We TVust" has
been on our money since the
Civil War. In 1956, Congress
made it ournational motto. How
ever, the display of "In God We
Thjst"intheHouseofRepresen-
tiatives is a fairly recent addition.
^ A short 22-word prayer
caused installation of the na
tional motto in the House of
Representatives. The prayer
was as follows: "Almighty God,
we acknowledge our de
pendence upon Thee, and
we beg Thy blessings
upon us,ourparents,our ~ W ''
teachers and our Country." \
, This prayer is known as \
the Regents? Prayer. The \
Board of Regents, which had
administrative authority over
the public schools in the state of
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★ SUNDAY,JUNE 25, 2006 / PAGE B3"

changed the U.S. Capitol
New York, wrote the prayer. In
June 1962, the U.S. Supreme
Courtsaid the Regents? Prayer
was unconstitutional and vio
lated the separation of church
and state. The court said it was
not the "business of govern
ment" to write prayers. i

However, in the following j
year we found out it did not J
matter if the government J
wrote the prayer. In a sub-
sequent decision, the
court ruled against
the Lord?s Prayer l
as well. Appar- ^ / J- :
ently, the M / ;I ,
Supreme Court K / I
decided it K f: I
would no m f I
longer tolerate M I I
vocal prayer of V I f
any kind dur- m I I
ing class time. • .'. '

The pub- • | - 0 j
lie reaction • ' •
totheschool J - —
prayer deci-
sion was very I I I I

negative.The American people
did notfeel sucha short prayer
violated the separation of
church and state. Most people
believed that as long as student
participation was voluntary, the
traditional practice of school
prayer should be allowed. In
deed, the Board of Regents

did not require the local
• public schools to include a
1 prayer in theirschool day.

It was voluntary. Public
opinion polls since

L 1962 have suggested
• \\ that support for

VA school prayer in
' % someform is pop-

% ular with most
m Americans.
1 The reaction
1 of Congress

I / ——Y equally
r ' . i negative. Con-

• " 11 gress felt the
^ ' ' y court?s deci-

.11,11 n y sion was out
I § I of step with

American traditions and values.
This is when our national

motto enters thp picture. Rep.
John Williams, Mississippi De
mocrat, sponsored House Res
olution 740, which authorized
installing "In God WeItust" in
gold letters in the well of the
House of Representatives. It is
clear from the debates concern
ing the resolution that a m^or
reason Congress installed the
national motto was to protest
the school prayer decision by
the Supreme Court.

The House approved the res
olution in September 1962 and
the motto was installed that De
cember.The following January,
President John F. Kennedy be
came the first president to give
his State of the Union address
with the golden words above
him. It was toe last time he did
so, due to his tragic assassina
tion in November 1963.

Thus, one short prayer not
only changed the U.S. Capitol
building butbegan a long battle
over religion in public schools.

Thiswasthe beginning ofthe
^ culture wars in America.
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